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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Information Report 

Our SEND Offer 

Our nursery warmly welcomes all children, of all abilities. We believe that early education is 

of crucial importance for young children with disabilities and/or special educational needs. 

Children have the right to be educated in their local school if the appropriate provision can 

be made to meet their individual needs. 

https://www.royalspanurseryschool.co.uk/docs/Royal_Spa_SEND_policy.docx 

 

What is the Local Offer 

Every Local Authority is required to publish information about available services to children 

who have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).  This is known as the Local 

Offer. It’s not just a list of services, but provides useful information on how to access 

services.  You can find out more about Brighton and Hove’s local offer by clicking on the link 

below. 

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities 

 

In the report below, you will find our local offer for children with additional needs at the 

Royal Spa Nursery School. It describes the arrangements we make that are “additional” for 

children with SEND.  We often now refer to children with SEND as children with 

developmental differences. 

Our Inclusion Co-ordinator (INCo)  is Jennie Hill 

You can email her on jenniehill@royalspa.brighton-hove.sch.uk or phone her on 01273 

607480 or come into nursery and meet her.  

 

What do we mean by additional needs? 

The term additional needs refers to needs that are likely to require a higher level of support 

than those of most children of the same age.  Some children may have additional needs for 

a short time, whereas others may have them for an ongoing period of time.  

There are four broad areas of SEND identified in the SEND Code of Practice. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 

Sensory and Physical 

https://www.royalspanurseryschool.co.uk/docs/Royal_Spa_SEND_policy.docx
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities
mailto:jenniehill@royalspa.brighton-hove.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25


Communication and Interaction 

Cognition and learning 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health. 

Additional needs may be related to a child’s ability to make progress due to differences in 

the following areas: 

Speech and language 

Interacting with others 

Behaviour 

Emotional difficulties 

Learning difficulties 

Physical difficulties 

Sensory impairment 

A diagnosable condition eg Autism or Down syndrome 

                                                         

 

What do I do if I think my child needs extra help? 

We have an open-door policy and encourage parents to discuss any concerns they have 

with their child’s key person, the Inclusion co-ordinator or the Head Teacher. 

  Please let us know if your child has any other professionals involved with them already, 

such as a Speech and Language therapist or a Health Visitor. Having prior knowledge about 

your child’s needs is helpful as it helps us to plan for their individual needs accordingly. 

  

How do staff at the Royal Spa Nursery School know if children need extra help? 



We have a team of experienced staff.  When your child starts at nursery staff will observe 

and assess your child’s development and identify any additional needs.  Staff will talk to you 

about any concerns.  The INCo and your child’s key person have regular meetings to help 

early identification of any additional need.  The Inclusion Co-ordinator may get in touch to 

meet you.  

 

How will the nursery staff support my child? 

We will work in partnership with you the parent.  We will meet with you and begin building 

a picture of your child’s behaviour and needs at both nursery and at home.  We will write 

either a SEND/Developmental differences support plan for your child or a “How we can 

help” plan, depending on whether your child has external agencies involved.  We will look 

at additional resources, adult support eg small groups and possible adaptations of the 

environment. The support plan will be written in consultation with you, and reviewed 

regularly, with you and staff.  We will follow a partnership approach and will ensure you are 

always involved.  We may, with your permission, contact other people to help with your 

child’s learning, for example a speech therapist, a physiotherapist or the Seaside View Child 

Development centre.  

 

How we adapt the curriculum and teaching to meet children’s special educational needs? 

The curriculum we present is broad and balanced.  We plan activities, which are 

appropriate and are flexible enough to meet the needs of all children including those with a 

range of special needs.  

All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can 

understand.  Your child will be assessed to pinpoint their starting points and next steps for 

learning.  Your child’s key person will put into place different ways of teaching so that your 

child is fully involved in learning.  This may involve using more specific strategies, suggested 

by the INCo. For example you child may access communication through Makaton (signing) 

or an individual picture timetable to help follow the day or make choices.   Your child’s key 

person will also differentiate activities according to your child’s specific needs, ensuring 

activities are adjusted to enable your child to access their learning as independently as 

possible.  

We use a range of practical strategies and programmes to support your child, examples 

include small language groups, 1:1 support,  a speech and language programme called 

Word Play, emotion coaching (helping your child to recognise and manage their feelings), 

Just Right (using colours to help children identify when they are feeling upset and calm) , 

Lego build and pre-teaching core stories.  We use a range of visual support (pictures) some 

of which may be designed specifically for your child to support their communication and 

understanding, such as personalised visual timetables, first and next boards, choice boards 



and emotion visuals.  We using signing called Makaton to support communication and 

interaction.  

Click here for Makaton Signs 

Your child may take part in focused small group activities or individual teaching depending 

on your child’s needs. 

We will follow advice from advisory teachers, speech and language therapists, educational 

psychologists and other external specialists.  

                                                           

 

How does the nursery assess my child’s progress and how will you help me to support my 

child’s learning? 

We assess children’s learning through an assessment document linked to the Early Years 

Foundation Stage.  These assessments are updated regularly and you will meet your child’s 

key person termly for a chat about your child’s progress. 

For some children we may use the Early Years Developmental Journal, from the 

Department for Education.  

We follow a graduated approach as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice. We follow four 

stages – assess, plan, do and review.  

You will have a copy of the agreed plan to take home with you.  The plan will involve 

practical strategies, which you can use at home too. 

In a small number of cases, we can apply for an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) for 

your child, in consultation with you and Brighton and Hove Inclusion Support Service, which 

can provide additional support for your child when they start in reception at school. 

We can provide visuals (pictures) for you to use at home with your child to support their 

communication and behaviour.  We can support you in following a positive behaviour 

approach at home.  We can support you with understanding how to use emotion coaching 

with your child at home. We can contact outside agencies (with your permission) to support 

you at home with your child.  

../KP%20Makaton%20signs%20final.pdf
../KP%20Makaton%20signs%20final.pdf


We can attend Team around the Family (TAF) meetings.  

We can put you in touch with voluntary and charity organisations such as Amaze and 

Mascot, which offer practical help, support and groups. 

Staff training 

Our staff receive regular training focusing on special needs and supporting children. They 

receive training from the INCo, speech and language therapists, an Educational Psychologist 

and Brighton and Hove Inclusion Support Service.  We receive training from specialist 

nurses when required.  

 

What support will there be for my child’s overall emotional health and well-being? 

Personal, social and emotional development is a high priority in our curriculum. We have a 

strongly emphasised Key Person Approach to support children’s social and emotional 

development and feeling of belonging. All children learn about respect and diversity at 

nursery. We promote our Positive Behaviour Policy to help children to behave positively. 

All children are part of the free flow provision at nursery. We also have a large nurture 

room. This quiet and safe comfortable space is designed to provide children with sensory 

breaks.  

Quiet small groups are run in the nurture room with the aim of developing social skills, 

attention and listening and communication skills.   

Staff use emotion coaching with children, and have a shared language around emotions and 

behaviour.   

 

How we work together with outside agencies to support your child with SEND? 

With your permission, we may refer your child to an outside agency for specialist support. 

We will talk to other professionals with your permission. 

We receive support from a specialist teacher working for Brighton and Hove Inclusion 

Support Service. 

We work with Speech and Language Therapists. 

We work with the English as an additional language and Traveller service (EALTS) 

We work with Health visitors and Early Years Educators. 

We work with Paediatricians at Seaside View Development Centre. 

We work with physiotherapists and occupational therapists. 

 



How do we support transition to primary school? 

We will work with you to support you through the school application process. 

In the summer term we can arrange a transition meeting for you, with nursery and the new 

school. 

We will liaise closely with school staff, ensuring that all relevant information and paperwork 

is passed on and all needs are discussed and understood.  

We carefully manage play and talk with the children around change and moving to school in 

the summer term. 

We do planned focused group times with the children around starting school. 

If you child has an Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP) we will arrange a meeting with 

relevant staff at the new school. 

We work closely with you on your child’s self-help skills. 

 

If you are not satisfied with a decision regarding your child, we have a complaints policy 

on our website. 

The policy explains how to make a complaint and what to do if you are not satisfied with 

how your complaint is handled.  You can access this on our website or ask for it to be 

printed out for you by our receptionist.  

How does the governing body support children with SEND? 

We have a dedicated governor for SEND.  They meet regularly with the Inclusion Co-

ordinator in order to ensure that the full governing body are aware of any issues relating to 

the needs of children with SEND.  Emma Bennett can be contacted via the reception desk.  

                      

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


